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Incident dioxine Seveso 



Gas-tragedy 

Bophal 



Nucleair incident 
Tsjernobyl 



Chemical fire Moerdijk 



Chemical fire Moerdijk 



Train accident Wetteren 



Geleen – April 2010 
Industrial release nitrogen 

oxides 



 

Brunssum – May 2006 
Fire Landfill 



Risks for Public Health 

• Large incident: large impact on Public Health 

• Information about exposure is essential 

• Assessment Public Health effects for patients, aid workers and 

the population 

• Advice on measures and communication 



Crossborder 

• Incidents with hazardous materials don’t stop at the 

borders 

• Euregio MR: 3 countries, 5 regions and 3 languages 

• Differences in culture, laws and ways people deal with 

things: also in the field of health aspects of incidents with 

hazardous materials. 



Ambition  
in the framework of 

Emric+ 

 to set up a HAZMAT-cooperation in the euregion 

• Euregional network of experts of medical aspects 

hazardous substances 

• Uniformity and cooperation in monitoring: fire brigade 

• Training and exercise 



The start: 

• Literature search 

• Websites of government agencies 

• Interviews with responsible persons in the German and 

Belgium part of the EMR 

• Cooperation with the ‘red’-workinggroup 



Conclusions by then: 

• No HAZMAT-advisor in Germany and Belgium 

• Different structures of multi disciplinary cooperation 

• Cooperation in the EMR is based on basic agreements 

• No specific agreements in the case of HAZMAT-incidents 



Last year: 
Exchange best practices and expert 

knowledge!!! 

Two workshops: february and june 

• All parties were represented 

• Practical topics: 

– Knowing each other 

– Language barrier 

• Thematic topics: 

– Tihange 

– Decontamination 

• Exchange experiences  

 

 

 



Results 
 

Framework: 

‘With a crossborder incident with hazardous materials 

a cooperation between the emergency services of the 

neighbouring countries is necessary. There also need to 

be coordination in relation to the public health 

advicement of the effects of hazardous materials on 

victims, aid workers and the living environment.  

 

 

 

 



Results: 
 

Participants have indicated:  

• Knowing each other is essential:  
Euregional info-booklet with mailadresses, 
phonenumbers 

• To participate in workshops in the future 

• To share knowledge and skills 

• To encourage other partners to join 

• To stimulate several players to exchange protocols and 
shorten lines of communication 

 
There is the intention to cooperate! 

 

 

 



‘Bumps on the road’ 

1. Communication 
For example: 
Language barrier/different jargon:  
 small on site dictionary  
 

2. Strategic 
For example: 
Delay because of administrative decisionmaking: 
 More contact between policymakers and fieldworkers 
 

3. Operational 
For example: 
Differences in measure-values and limit values 
 working on more uniformity 
 



Work to be done! 

Continuation 

Structure 

Well defined 
products 

Cooperation 
other 

partners 

Learning from and 
cooperate with 
infectious diseases 



Questions?? 
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