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Birth defects were the norm for years folloning the Chermobnyl incidernt
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Geleen — April 2010 fo

Industrial release nitrogen
oxides

Ma reactie met zuurstof kreeg de gifwolk een geelbruine kieur.  lezersfoto

Geleense gifwolk
duikt op in Belgié

door Hans Goossen

GELEEN - Dioor een storing in het
productieproces  is  gisterochtend
een gaswolk ontsnapt bij een even
silgelegde kunstmestfabriek op in-
dustriecerrein Chemelot bij Geleen.

Die wolk, bestaande it stikstof-
oxide en -dioxide, leek na een aan-

+al mran Anod et ta Tiin mear waed

verdwenen ,Ook metingen lever-
den niets meer op”, zegt Cheme-
lot-woordvoerder Klaas Bos. Later
op de dag dook de gaswolk weer
op boven de Ardennen ,Op zich
niet zo vreemd. Het kleuroze stik-
stofodde reageert met zuurstof tot
het gekleurde stikstofdioxide”, legt
Bos uit ,Dat is een langzaam pro-

rae Aatr mae wala ilamatare wardar.




Brunssum — May 2006
Fire Landfill
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“ Risks for Public Health ("@Zj%,'
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e Large incident: large impact on Public Health
e Information about exposure is essential

e Assessment Public Health effects for patients, aid workers and

the population

e Advice on measures and communication
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e Incidents with hazardous materials don’t stop at the

borders
e Euregio MR: 3 countries, 5 regions and 3 languages

e Differences in culture, laws and ways people deal with
things: also in the field of health aspects of incidents with

hazardous materials.
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in the framework of %6°
Emric+

= to set up a HAZMAT-cooperation in the euregion

e Euregional network of experts of medical aspects

hazardous substances
e Uniformity and cooperation in monitoring: fire brigade

e Training and exercise
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e Literature search
e Websites of government agencies

e Interviews with responsible persons in the German and

Belgium part of the EMR

e Cooperation with the ‘red’-workinggroup
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e No HAZMAT-advisor in Germany and Belgium
o Different structures of multi disciplinary cooperation
e Cooperation in the EMR is based on basic agreements

e No specific agreements in the case of HAZMAT-incidents
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Exchange best practices and expert “.¢
knowledge!!!

Two workshops: february and june
e All parties were represented
e Practical topics:
— Knowing each other
— Language barrier
e Thematic topics:
— Tihange
— Decontamination

e Exchange experiences
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Framework:

‘With a crossborder incident with hazardous materials
a cooperation between the emergency services of the
neighbouring countries is necessary. There also need to

be coordination in relation to the public health
advicement of the effects of hazardous materials on

victims, aid workers and the living environment.
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Participants have indicated:

Knowing each other is essential:
Euregional info-booklet with mailadresses,
phonenumbers

To participate in workshops in the future
To share knowledge and skills
To encourage other partners to join

To stimulate several players to exchange protocols and
shorten lines of communication

There is the intention to cooperate!
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“ ‘Bumps on the road’ %0

1. Communication

For example:
Language barrier/different jargon:
= small on site dictionary

Strategic

For example:
Delay because of administrative decisionmaking:

= More contact between policymakers and fieldworkers

Operational

For example:

Differences in measure-values and limit values
= working on more uniformity



Work to be done!
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