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Main objectives 

1: Background 

 

2: Current EU legislation and mechanisms 
in place to monitor, assess and manage 
at European Union level serious cross 
border threats to health with a special focus 
on communicable diseases 
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1998 

•Decision 2119/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 

•Network for surveillance of communicable diseases 

•Network of public health authorities responsible for public health measures 

2005 

•European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (Regulation 2004/851) 

•Surveillance 

•Assessment 

2007 

•The new International Health Regulations  

•All-inclusive threats approach; Preparedness and core capacities 
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2009 

•Lisbon Treaty – Article 168 

•Monitoring, early warning of and combating of cross-border health 
threats 

2013 

•Adoption of Decision 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on Serious Cross Border Threats to Health   

 

Future 
•Implementation of the Decision 1082/2013/EU 



Health and 
Consumers 
Health and 
Consumers 

Two major events  under two different frameworks 

2003 SARS 

Assessment: Member States + WHO + Commission 

EU management: Member States + Community Network + 
Commission  

2009 
Pandemic 
Influenza 
A(H1N1) 

Assessment: Member States + ECDC + WHO 

EU management: Member States + Community Network 
+ Health Security Committee (Informal) + Commission  
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Decision 1082/2013/EU (1) 
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Decision 1082/2013/EU (2) 

Threats of biological origin, including 
 

 communicable diseases, antimicrobial resistance, health care-related 
 infections, non-communicable diseases caused by bio toxins or other 
 biological agents  
 

Threats of chemical origin 
 

Threats caused by environmental factors 
 

Threats of unknown origin 

 

Events which may constitute public health emergencies of international 
concern under IHR (2005) definition 
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The process 

Number of events of 
national relevance 

National Response 

 

Serious cross 
border threats 
to health under 

Decision 
1082/2013/EU 

EU response 

 Commission coordinates with Member 
States the EU response 
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 The main actors 

• Public Health Authorities in Member States:  

• Health Security Committee 

 

• European Commission:  

• Directorate General for Health and Consumer – Health Threats Unit  

 

• With the support (for assessment and monitoring) of EU Agencies – 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, European Food 
Safety Authority, European Medicine Agency – and international 
partners (e.g. WHO and GHSI) 
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The tool box 

• Scanning instruments: Member States, ECDC, JRC, EU 
Delegations, EEAS, DG ECHO, Other EU agencies, WHO, 
GHSAG EAR, … 

 

• Early Warning and Reporting System: Formal notification 
and information sharing platform for risk managers  

 

• Emergency operational support: Centres and 'crisis 
rooms' in Member States – Health Emergency Operation 
Facility and ARGUS system in the Commission 

 



Health and 
Consumers 
Health and 
Consumers 

12 



Health and 
Consumers 
Health and 
Consumers 

From scanning to assessment 
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EWRS activity: 2004 – 2009 

Threads in EWRS, by week, 2004 - 2009 
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'Peace mode' versus 'Crisis mode'  
EWRS activity: January – November 2009 
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Influeza pandemic A(H1N1): a cross sector challange 
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  Polio cases in Syria: is the EU prepared to deal with 

possible reintroduction of Wild poliovirus? 
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Middle East Respiratory Syndrome coronavirus 
(MERS CoV): a new emerging pathogen 
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Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC) O104:H4  
Interface with the food sector 
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Rabies: threat from illegally imported pets 
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Anthrax and botulism: outbreaks in drug users 
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   West Nile fever: threat with impact on 
Substances of Human Origin (SOHO) 
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Invasive meningococcal disease in young 
men who have sex with men  
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Coordination mechanisms - Strong points 

• European Union legislation in place 
•   
• Adapted to the new IHR (2005) 

 
• Long experience (since 1999) 

 
• Formal base to the Health Security Committee  

 
• Robustness of the EWRS contact points in EU  

 
• Rapid mechanisms of consultation (meetings, teleconferencing systems…) 

 
• Back up of ECDC, EFSA and EMA in threat assessments 

 
• Tested in real crisis situation (SARS, avian flu, pandemic, unexpected events) 

 
• Critical mass of events (1-3 w.) reached 
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Minimising the risks for… 

• Delay in notification of the events 
 

• Low compliance with reporting criteria under the current legislation 
 

• Overlapping of competences between risk management and assessment 
 

• To overburden the risks assessors and managers in case of a crisis 
situation (or need to deal with more than one event at the same time) 
 

• Critical systems in place (e.g. Early Warning and Response System), 
including cyber-attacks to critical system (e.g. protection of personal 
data) 
 

• Poor coordination among the sector in case of need, including to assure 
an consistency the current Rapid Alert Systems in place in the different 
sectors 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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